
Dallastown Area Middle School PTO 

Date | time November 9, 2017 | 6:01pm Meeting called to order by Jennifer Long 

In Attendance 

Denise Blackwell, Shannon Ebersole, Emily Lauer, Heather Lee, Jennifer Long, Cathy Peters 

Welcome 

Jennifer Long welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Administration Comments 

Ms. Blackwell said an early dismissal “Grab and Go” lunch will be available for interested students on 

Monday, November 20.  The hope is that the students who are eligible for the free and reduced lunch program 

will take advantage of this, as 31 percent of the current student body is economically disadvantaged for one 

reason or another.  The order form link will be sent out via email and will be posted to the PTO Facebook page. 

The school offers Holiday Help for families in need to be anonymously sponsored for the holidays.  There will 

also be a Gift Card Tree set up in the lobby in time for parent conferences.  More information on these 

programs will be sent out in upcoming weekly newsletters. 

Secretary’s Report 

Emily Lauer said the minutes from the September meeting have been posted to the PTO website for review.   A 

motion to approve the minutes was made by Shannon Ebersole and seconded by Cathy Peters.  The motion 

carried and the minutes were approved. 

Treasurer’s Report 

Cathy Peters said it would be great to get all the PTO finances on QuickBooks.  The previous Treasurer kept all 

the records that way, but the software was licensed to him.  The PTO discussed purchasing a dedicated laptop 

with QuickBooks on it that could stay with the Treasurer from year to year. 

Committee and Program Updates 

 Staff Conference Meals / End of Trimester Snacks 

Ms. Long said a Taco/Burrito/Rice Bowl Bar will be provided for all the staff in the building on November 

21.  A Sign Up Genius for food donations will be posted to the Facebook page and sent home via email.  

Ms. Ebersole said she has been the teacher liaison for the meals in the past, so she can help in any way. 

The PTO also discussed providing a snack bar on the half day at the end of each trimester as a thank you 

for staff.  The teachers can stop in and grab something anytime during the afternoon.  The first one will be 

held on November 20. 
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 Book Fair 

Ms. Lauer said the Book Fair will run December 4 - 8 from 10:45 a.m. until the end of each day.  Students 

will shop during Physical Activity Time (PAT), What I Need (WIN) time, and the Wildcat Period this year 

instead of missing Language Arts class.  The fair will possibly be open the evening of Monday, December 4 

before and after the Minding Your Mind Assembly for parents. 

The Spring BOGO Book Fair is scheduled for April 23-27, 2018.  Ms. Lauer is chairing the Book Fair at the 

Intermediate School the same week, so a chairperson will be needed for this event or it will have to be 

cancelled. 

 

 Minding Your Mind Assembly 

The PTO is sponsoring this assembly for students on Monday, December 4 and Tuesday, December 5, and 

for parents on Monday night, December 4.  The focus is on prioritizing mental health and seeking help if 

needed. 

 

 Box Tops 

Beth Martin handles this program, and does an amazing job.  The check for the last contest period will be 

$627.10, which is actually down from the same time last year.  Frozen treats were given to the top four 

classes.  The next collection period will end in January. 

 

 PAT Equipment 

Ms. Long noted that there was discussion over the summer about the PTO providing equipment for PAT 

time, but no specifics were ever worked out.  Ms. Ebersole will send an email out to ask the teachers what 

they would be interested in the PTO purchasing. 

 

 PTO Grant 

The PTO budget includes $500 for a grant.  An application is available online which can be submitted until 

Friday, January 5.  The PTO Board will review the submissions promptly so the grant can be awarded as 

quickly as possible. 

Upcoming Events 

Conferences – November 21 

Minding Your Mind – December 4, 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. 

Public Comments 

No public comments. 

Next Meeting and Adjournment 

Thursday, January 11, at 6:00pm in the Middle School Library 

A motion to adjourn was made by Heather Lee at 6:29 pm and was passed unanimously. 


